


National Indigenous Peoples Day:

Indigenous Contributions, Innovations, and 

Inventions



Who Discovered It?



In this presentation, you will...

Learn which technologies, foods, games, and other objects were first invented or 

discovered by Indigenous peoples from North America.



Can you guess?

Identify the items that you think were first invented or discovered by Indigenous 

peoples from North America.

Turkey Potato Chips Sunflower Seeds Maple Syrup Jerky Cranberries

Chewing Gum Corn Kidney BeansPopcornSuccotash Pot Roast

Baked Beans Pumpkin Squash



Can you guess?

Answers:

Turkey Potato Chips Sunflower Seeds Maple Syrup Jerky Cranberries

Chewing Gum Corn Kidney BeansPopcornSuccotash Pot Roast

Baked Beans Pumpkin Squash



Can you guess?

Identify the items that you think were first invented or discovered by Indigenous 

peoples from North America.

Apartment Building Asphalt Aspirin Petroleum Jelly

Bunk Beds Syringe Toothbrush Cough Syrup



Can you guess?

Answers:

Apartment Building Asphalt Aspirin Petroleum Jelly

Bunk Beds Syringe Toothbrush Cough Syrup



Can you guess?

Identify the items that you think were first invented or discovered by Indigenous 

peoples from North America.

Alaskan Malamute Parka Moccasins Lacrosse Snow Goggles

Dog Sled Canoe Kayak Toboggan Snowshoes



Can you guess?

Answers:

Alaskan Malamute Parka Moccasins Lacrosse Snow Goggles

Dog Sled Canoe Kayak Toboggan Snowshoes



Did you notice anything?

ALL of the technologies, foods, games, and other objects that you saw in this 

presentation were invented or discovered by Indigenous peoples in North America. 

Indigenous peoples living in different areas innovated to suit their needs and the 

materials that were available to them. 



Going Further

The items that you saw in this presentation are just a few of the Indigenous 

innovations and inventions that are used today.

Indigenous peoples in North America have contributed many other foods and items to 

everyday life, including certain words and place names. 



Going Further

Finally, it’s important to note that this presentation has focused on foods and items 

that were invented or discovered in  North America. 

However, Indigenous innovators can be found all over the world, and have contributed 

many different foods, technologies, practices, and knowledge to life today. 




